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1. (Currently Amended) A method in a software system for flexibly altering 
software component behavior, the method comprising: 

intercepting a service request made by a software component; 

dynamically selecting at least one desired behavior from among several 
behaviors for the software component, the desired behavior being specified for the 
software component by at least one dynamically alterable condition dependent rule^ 
where the evaluation of the at least one dynamically alterable condition dependent rule 
depends on one or more of a present software sy stem state, a past software system 
state, a prior evaluation of the dvnamicallyajterable condition de pendent rule, and 
original data in the service request; and 

dynamica l ly controlling the software component such that the software 
component executes the dynamically selected desired behavior. 
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